MT. PLEASANT TRACK CLUB SENDS 5 TO NATIONALS

Last week, 46 athletes from the Mt. Pleasant Track Club traveled to Richmond, Virginia to compete in the 2007 Junior Olympic Regionals, which consists of six states. Goals were set for each of the kids to either reach a personal best, qualify for the finals (Top 8) or the pinnacle goal, to make Nationals. To qualify for Nationals an athlete must qualify in the Top 3 in their age group in that event. We had five athletes qualify in six events. The five will travel to Mt. San Antonio College in Walnut, California on July 24 to compete with the best in the country. The National Qualifiers are:

Rudder Brown, 11 years old, finished second in the Midget Boys Shot Put with a throw of 9.77m. This is Rudder’s first year competing for the Mt. Pleasant Track Club. He was State Champion in the Shot Put.       

Dez Venning, 13 years old, finished third in the Youth Boys Javelin with a throw of 39.39m. This is Dez’s third trip to the Nationals, in his three years competing for the Mt. Pleasant Track Club. Dez was also 4th in the Shot at 13.95m and 5th in the Discus at 42.52m. Dez competed this year as a 7th grader for the Wando High School track team, placing in many meets against the older athletes. 

Timothy Tyler, 15 years old, finished second in both 2000m steeplechase in 7:10.5 and the 3000m run in 9:39.3 in the Intermediate Boys Division. Both of these races were personal bests for Timothy. He placed 6th in the 1500m in 4:36.4. This is Timothy’s second year at the Nationals, competing in the 1500m last year. He also competed for the Wando High School track team this past season as a distance runner.

Stephen Wilson, 17 years old, competing in the Young Men Division, finished third in the 5000m race, with a time of 7:09.6. This is only Stephen’s third year of running as he heads into his senior year at Wando High School. 

Quintin Turner, a rising freshman at the Citadel, qualified in the Shot Put, winning the Region is a throw of 17.04m for the Young Men’s Division. This places him third in the country for National qualifiers. He was fifth in the Discus in 44.28m. Quintin is coming off a great high school season, winning the State in both Shot and Discus. He will be competing for the Citadel in both football and track. Quintin was also the Mt. Pleasant Track Club’s throw coach for the season. 

We also had 30 personal records set at the Regionals and in 33 events we placed in the Top 8. Below are the finalists and their event:

Katie Zeigler

8 under

1500m

6:15.3

3rd

Katie Zeigler
         
8 under

800m

3:19.6

5th
Katie Zeigler

8 under

Long Jump
3.09m

6th
Noah Spencer

8 under

1500m

6:12.28
7th
Adele Blalock

9-10


800m

2:48.2

4th
Adele Blalock

9-10


400m

1:10.9

8th
Reilly Norton

9-10


High Jump
.9m

6th
Kylie Ruddock
9-10


High Jump
.9m

6th
Jacob Spencer

9-10


1500m

5:34.4

6th
Reid Haigler

9-10


High Jump
1.0m

6th
Matthew Haigler
9-10


High Jump
1.0m

7th
William Haigler
9-10


High Jump
.95m

8th
Logan Spencer
9-10


High Jump
1.0m

5th
Terrell Venning
9-10


Shot

7.02m

7th
Sean Hekker

9-10


Javelin

18.34m
8th
Tara Hadtstein

11-12


3000m

12:06.7
4th
Aidan Hekker

11-12


80m Hurdles
16.0

8th
James Kirwan

11-12


3000m

11:58.1
8th
Felix Hadtstein
11-12


3000m

11:50.8
7th
Stephen Mitchell
11-12


High Jump
1.3m

8th
Alex Waters

13-14


3000m

10:53.9
8th
Jayce Almes

13-14


High Jump
1.55m

7th
Maxwell Burke
15-16


2000 Steeple
8:42.1

5th
Shannon Graham
17-18


400H

1:08.3

6th
Matthew Hill

17-18


Pole Vault
3.95m

5th


  

For information about the Mt. Pleasant Track Club you can contact Tami Dennis, Head Coach at 817-8560. The MPTC Cross Country season will kick off on September 10, 2007. Contact the Mt. Pleasant Recreation Department to sign up.   

