Mt. Pleasant Track Club Sets New Records at the Nationals
In the eight years that the Mt. Pleasant Track Club has been in existence, they have had two All-American Cross Country runners. On Saturday, December 11, 2010 the Mt. Pleasant Track Club added three individual All-Americans and the first team to place in the Top 3 in the Nation at the USATF Junior Olympic Nationals in Hoover, Alabama. The All-Americans are Noah Spencer, 10, (Bantam) placing 6th in the 3K in 11:34. In the same age group, Patrick Spychalski, 10, placed 23rd in a time of 11:50. In the youth age group, AJ Gawryluk placed 14th in the 4K in 13:18. All-Americans are considered the Top 25 in the Nation and Top 3 teams.  In the bantam boys division (9-10) the MPTC placed 3rd, winning them a bronze medal. The team is comprised of Noah Spencer, Patrick Spychalski, Palmer Haigler (27th), Ben Fayssoux (58th), Aiden Treherne (117th), Holden Jenkins (161st), Luke Pauldine (171st), and Ross Hamburger (186th). This is the first team in South Carolina to ever place in the Top 3 in the Nation in cross country.   

Our girls bantam age group (9-10) placed 7th in the nation in the 3K race, which is the best finish our girls team has ever placed. The girls’ team is comprised of Kate Kuisel (35th), Carly Hall (38th), Rachel Walmet (89th), Caitlin Brennan (123rd), Caroline Inman (140th), Caroline Mathison (159th) and Summer Ray (184th). 

The other MPTC athletes competing were Amy Grant in the Midget (11-12) 3K race (127th), Cole Walter in the Midget (11-12) 3K (110th),  Gabby Milton in the Youth 4K (184th) and David Grant in the Intermediate 5K (153rd).

Each of these 20 athletes had to qualify from the USATF Junior Olympic State Meet at the North Charleston’s Wannamaker Park and the Region Meet in Hagerstown, Maryland. “This is the best team we have ever advanced to the Nationals,” stated Tami Dennis, Head Coach of the MPTC. “We had very high goals for this season, and the team exceeded every one of them!” 

  The Mt. Pleasant Track Club will be starting their track season in April. Please check with the Mt. Pleasant Recreation Department for more information.             

